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Renovated Blast Furnace #4 at Ural Steel reaches working capacity
19 April 2016, Moscow – Blast Furnace #4 at Ural Steel (part of Metalloinvest), which has a design capacity of 1.5 mn tonnes of pig iron per annum, is now operating at its planned production capacity following large-scale maintenance works. Metalloinvest spent more than one billion roubles on the project, which was aimed at increasing productivity and the quality of the plant’s merchant pig iron. In 2015, Metalloinvest produced 2.5 mn tonnes and shipped 1.8 mn tonnes of pig iron.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Andrey Varichev, CEO of Management Company Metalloinvest, commented: “Merchant pig iron is currently an in-demand product. The completion of maintenance works at Blast Furnace #4 ensures the safe operation of the furnace and its components and allows us to increase the production efficiency of our steelmaking units that require hot metal, increase supplies of merchant pig iron and strengthen the Company’s position in the market for high-quality metallised products.”   
The major maintenance works at the fourth blast furnace are part of the programme to modernise and develop Ural Steel’s production facilities. Casting Machine #5 is also being commissioned as part of the investment programme. The launch of Blast Furnace #4 and Casting Machine #5 allow the Company to react to market needs more flexibly, depending on current demand.
# # #
Metalloinvest (www.metalloinvest.com) is a leading global iron ore and HBI producer and supplier, and one of the regional high quality steel producers. The Company has the world’s second largest measured iron ore reserve base under its operation with the key-note iron ore production cost efficiency. 

Metalloinvest is wholly owned by USM Holdings. Alisher Usmanov is the major beneficiary of USM Holdings (48%), with other major beneficiaries being the companies of Vladimir Skoch (30%) and Farhad Moshiri (10%).
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